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The Senate's reluctance to act on the
Heritage bill seems to focuys,on cen-
cerns about the natural resources
title within the bill. Opposition
from western Senators

can be mitigated by rewvising the Ad- .,
ministration's prbposal to a
voluntary State program includes
an inventory of natural resources but
no Federal protection or regulation
of the inventoried resources. Efforts
toward such a compromise are underway
at this time.

The American Heritage Alliance, a co-
alition of many national and local
preservation and conservation groups
have joined to work for passage of
the act.

Californians for Preservation Action
urges you to write Senators Hayakawa
and Cranston to voice your support
of this important act.

State Scene

The 1980 portion of the current legis-
lative session has been fairly quiet
with respect to preservation issues
and CPA, along with the State Historic
Preservation Office, is using the re-
spite to plan an effort to develop
significant, new legislation for in-
troduction in the next session.

In order to promoﬁe the development of
legislation which will provide a
strong, legal framework for Califor-
nia's preservation movement, the
Legislative Committee has proposed the
creation of a Preservation Task Force
to advise the Legislature regarding
_future legislation. Th2 task force,
comprised of a cross-section of per-
sons and organizations having an.in-
terest in preservation, will examine
current preservation policy and law
and recommend changes.

CPA members should contact their sena-
tors and assemblyman urging them to
sign up as co-authors of this most
important measure.

Two bills this year are being strong-
ly supported by CPA, since they
strengthen and extend the Governor's
recent executive order which requires
survey and protection by state agencies
of significant properties under their
respective jurisdictions. SB 1652,

by Senator Mills, codifies the policy
of the executive order, thereby making
it applicable to certain constitution-
ally created agencies (such as the
University of California). This bill
has progressed to Assembly Ways and
Means Committee without opposition.

SCR 63,by Senator Sieroty, restates

the policy of the executive order and
urges that it be implemented also by
local agencies. This resolution,. if
passed, would not be directly en-
forceable but would constitute a state-
ment of legislative policy. This re-

.solution is awaiting hearing in the

Assembly Resources, Land Use and
Energy Committee.

One further bill of interest is SB
1453,by Senator Garcia, which would
have limited the alternative building
code provisions by imposing cer-

tain vague requirements for access
for the handicapped. This bill died
in the Senate Governmental Organiza-
tion Committee.




Legislators’ Breakfast

The April 24 Legislators' Break-
fast marked the beginning of a
co-ordianted lobbying effort on
behalf of preservation. The CPA-
sponsored event drew fourteen le-
gislators from both parties around
the state despite a 7:30 a.m.
starting time during an unusually
busy week in the Legislature.

They were treated to bregkfast by
seventy preservationists in
Sacramento for the State Preser-
vation Conference. The success of
the breakfast belongs to preserva-
tionists who as constituents in-
vited their own legislator. The
response was exceptional.

Legislators and constituents in-
formally discussed preservation
issued over a hearty breakfast.
Breakfast Co-ordinator, and CPA
Vice President, Spencer K. Hathaway,
introduced the 14 legislators:
President, Pro Tempore of the
Senate, Senator James R. Mills
(Dem.-San Diego), Senate Majority
Floor Leader David Roberti (Dem.-
Los Angeles), Assembly Minority
Caucus Chairman Assemblyman Charles
R. Imbrecht (Rep.-Ventura), Senator
Alfred E. Alquist (Dem.-Santa Clara)
Senator Paul Carpenter (Dem.-Orange)
Senator Milton Marks (Rep.-San

Francisco), Senator Robert Nimmo
(Rep.=-San Luis Obispo), Senator
Alan Sieroty (Dem.-Los Angeles),
Senator Rose Ann Vuich (Dem.-Tulare)
Assemblyman Thomas H. Bates (Dem.-
Alameda) , Assemblyman John T. Knox
(Dem.-Contra Costa), Assemblyman
Bill Lancaster (Rep.-Los Angeles),
Assemblyman Alister McAlister (Dem.-
Santa Clara), and Assemblyman
Herschel Rosenthal (Dem.-Los An-
geles). In addition, State Historic
Preservation Officer Knox Mellon

and several members of his staff
attended the breakfast.

Featured speaker, Senator James R.
Mills, cited his past preservation
legislation that created the His-
toric Building Code and taxed
historic buildings ont the basis of
their actual use, instead of their
potential use. He explained the
need for his constitutional amend~
ment Proposition 3 on the June
ballot. The San Diego lawmaker
authored Senate Bill 1652 in the
1980 legislative session to protect
historic structures on property
owned by constitutionally created
agencies such as the University
of California.

In his capacity as Chariman of the
Senate Rules Committee, Senator
Mills hired an architect to over-
see the authenticity of the State
Capitol restoration. His often
humorous remarks were enjoyed by
legislators and preservationists
as a prelude to anticipated legis-
lation in the future.

Busy legislators and eager pre-
servationists continued the dis-
cussion well past the 9:00 a.m. ad-
journment -- a sure sign of success.
Acquaintances became friendships
and personal relationships were
forged into alliances. Next year,
CPA will sponsor the second annual
Legislators' Breakfast in Sacra-
mento -- plan now to attend.












Litigation Report

On June 12, the First District
Court of Appeals rejected an
appeal by several preservation
organizations, including CPA,
involving the City of Paris build-
ing in San Francisco. The suit
sought to invalidate the environ-
mental impact report on the de-
molition permit issued to Neiman-
Marcus. Neiman-Marcus intends

to demolish the 19th century City
of Paris structure and replace it
with a new department store,
retaining only the rotunda and
dome of the existing building.

The preservationists contended
that the EIR was inadequate in
that it analyzed the project

only from Neiman-Marcus' point of
view and did not adequately con-
sider alternatives to demolition.
The court, in upholding the City's
action, imposed a low standard

of reasonableness and held that
the limited review of alternatives
in the document was adequate.

In a second action, CPA has joined
with a coalition of environmental
plaintiffs in bringing suit against
Cecil D. Andrus, Secretary of the
U.S. Department of the Interior,

to prohibit filling of the New
Melones Reservoir. The suit,
brought in the United States Dis-
trict Court for the Eastern Dis-
trict of California, maintains that
filling the reservoir would inun-
date unique and still unstudied
archeological and historical re~
sources and would destroy a popu-
lar white-water stretch of the
Stanislaus River, in violation of
the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966, Executive order 11593
and the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969.

The suit has been appealed to the
9th Circuit Court and returned to
the District Court where an order
limiting the filling of the dam,
pending a resolution of the case,
was secured in late July.

The matter has thus been tentative-
ly resolved, but the issues con-
tinue to be litigated with respect
to a final solution.

Note to C.PA.
Members

“AMTRAK, the railroads, many poli-

ticians, Federal, State and local
government agencies, some historic
"preservationists”" and private
"developers" are conspiring to
abandon, destroy and mutilate all
of California's railroad stations
by kicking train passengers out of
the depots and replacing them with
boutiques and restaurants, by con-
structing new, monstrous transpor-
tation centers, the latest bureau-
cratic and academic fad, forcing
their abandonment, by imposing
badly designed new bus, '"people
mover", hotel, office, "cultural"
centers, parking garages and other
incompatible anti-historical faci-
lities upon station sites,by de-
touring the main line around

an existing station, forcing its
abandonment and by many other anti-
historical, destructive projects
conceived by power-mad politicians
and underemployed bureaucrats lust-
ing after the public teat.

-(Continued on page 8)
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Railroad stations belong to train
passengers and other people in-
terested in their architecture,
history, and operation. There is
only one valid way to preserve
stations: reserving, restoring,
maintaining and using them as their
designers and builders intended -
as railroad stations.

Persons interested in taking ACTION
to thwart attacks upon stations
(and other railroad facilities) in
their communities, to preserve sta-
tions, or to restore stations for
service are urged to contact:

Richard A. Stromme

P.O. Box 162

Santa Ynez, California 93460
(805) 688-3145

L.A. Survey

A Los~Ange1es citywide, street-by-
street Historical and Cultural Re-
sources Survey of all sites, struct-
ures or features of valid historic
interest began July 1, 1980.

The survey, expected to take at
least five years, will be done
largely by teams of volunteers.

In an announcement of the survey
start date, Mayor Tom Bradley
explained, "Administrative costs
will be paid from a federal grant
under provisions of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966,
through, the California Office of

Historic Preservation.”" Matching
funds will be provided by the City
of Los Angeles. The City Bureau

of Engineering of the Department

of Public Works has been designated
to administer the survey.

"While the Survey is not insti-

gated by the upcoming City of Los
Angeles Bicentennial, which begins
next September, it is very appropriate
that the Survey will be well underway
during the Centennial year of 1981,"
the Mayor observed.

The survey is expected to have a
positive economic impact, resulting
in rehabilitated buildings, protected
historic sites, and encourage build-
ing rehabilitation to the betterment
of the community at large. In addi-
tion, the survey will serve as the
basis for a full program of preser-
vation planning. Historic preserva-
tion programs advocate the importance
of maintaining historical context

in local communities, through the
preservation of representative and
out-standing properties and districts.

Teams of volunteers, working in pairs
or groups, will make 'sidewalk surveys
to survey all sites, structures and
features of every Los Angeles neigh-
borhood and evaluate historical
significance if any. Using film fur-
nished them by team captains, volun-
teers will photograph everything
deemed historically significant and
will research records to establish
whether such sites or structures are
historically valid.

The survey is expected to facili-
tate the timely processing of the
Department of Public Works' pro-
jects, eliminating the need for
surveying properties on a project-by-
project basis to establish the pre-
sence of significant cultural
resources.
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Grand-Horton Hote!




Paul, Stephen Pouliot, Richard
Seavey and Steve Taber.




