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WELCOME 
Welcome! Our conference theme is “A Changing Climate for Preservation.” Who knew this 
theme would be so timely? 

The new social distancing requirements forced a change in how we present the conference, which 
has taken on new meaning with its prescient theme. We are bringing people together to learn 
and share information—virtually, online. Where else can you attend a conference in your 
pajamas? Talk about change! 

At its heart, the California Preservation Conference has always been about people. CPF staff  
and volunteers, along with professionals from throughout California, consistently produce an 
impressive body of work to benefit the people of this great state, bring people together, and 
share successes and challenges. The sense of community is what has always been so remarkable 
about this statewide conference, and what we know will be particularly comforting during this 
unique and challenging time.    

An incredible amount of work went into a quick transition of over 90 speakers and 25 
presentations to an online platform! As a result, we are able to present the original conference 
program, along with adding featured speakers and fun cocktail hour presentations. We could not 
do this alone: over 36 committee members committed their time and creativity to produce this 
year’s conference, both in the original and new virtual formats. We want to convey our immense 
gratitude to William Burg, Conference Steering Committee Chair; and Christina Dikas, Page and 
Turnbull, and Susan Lassell, ICF, Conference Program Committee Co-chairs. CPF’s Jonathan 
Haeber, Field Services Director and Christine Madrid French, Development and Marketing 
Director were indispensable in shifting to an online presentation. There would be no conference 
without their dedication, inspiration, and grit. 

We are excited to welcome keynote speaker, Anthony Flint, Urban Design Critic, Boston Globe; 
Anthea Hartig, PhD., Elizabeth MacMillan Director of the Smithsonian’s National Museum of 
American History; and, Julianne Polanco, State Historic Preservation Officer. All three will offer 
their unique perspectives on our changing world. We wrap up programs with William Burg’s 
presentation of “Wicked Sacramento” and Diane Kane’s “Tiki Time.” Who said you can’t have fun 
at an online preservation conference? 

Thank you for attending and for your continued support of CPF. As you participate in the 
conference, take notes, send comments, get engaged. Let us know what works. How can we 
make this a better experience for you? This conference may be a template for things in the future 
and we want your feedback in order to make it better.   

Next year, we plan to return to Sacramento to pick up where we left off: creating a vibrant 
experience where we can share, learn, and have fun together. We look forward to seeing you then!  

 

       Christine Lazzaretto, President, California Preservation Foundation 

       Cindy Heitzman, Executive Director, California Preservation Foundation
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Conference at a Glance 

MONDAY, MAY 18, 2020 

9:00–10:00 am           Plenary Session: Anthony Flint (Author, Journalist, Lincoln Institute of Land Policy)  

10:30–11:30 am           Recent CEQA Case Law Update and Advanced CEQA Q&A 

10:30–11:30 am           Seismic Resilience: Two Materials, Two Divergent Spaces  

12:00–1:00 pm             Wildland Fire Exposure: Protection Strategies for Buildings 

12:00–1:00 pm             Learning from the Future: Students Share Knowledge 

1:30–2:30 pm               Successful Hybrid Preservation-Resilience: Approaches for Flood Mitigation 

1:30–2:30 pm               An Innovative Public-Private Partnership: The Cooper-Molera Adobe 

3:00–4:00 pm               Climate Resilience Roundtable: A Peer-to-Peer Learning Activity  

3:00–4:00 pm               “Differpatibility:” Interpreting SOI Standard #9 

 
TUESDAY, MAY 19, 2020 

9:00–10:00 am             Advancing Racial and Social Equity: Strategies for the Historic Preservation Field 

9:00–10:00 am             A Tale of Two Cities: The Failure of Preservation in Stockton  

10:30–11:30 am           Complexities in Community Engagement: Three Asian American Case Studies in Los Angeles 

10:30–11:30 am           Reinvesting in Railroad Infrastructure to Revitalize Downtowns: Two Case Studies 

12:00–1:00 pm           Lunch speaker: Anthea Hartig, PhD, Director, Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum  
                                        of American History  

1:30–2:30 pm               Using Augmented Reality to Make the Intangible Tangible 

1:30–2:30 pm               Revitalizing California’s Main Street Program 

5:00–6:30 pm             Wicked Sacramento—Virtual Happy Hour! 

 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2020 

9:00–10:00 am             Resurrecting the Past: Preservation of a 118-year-old stained glass inverted dome in  
                                        Downtown Oakland 

9:00–10:00 am             Where Form Based Code and Preservation Intersect 

10:30–11:30 am           From Prison to Possibility: The Preston School of Industry as Economic Driver 

10:30–11:30 am           Farmsteads: Reviving Agricultural Properties for the Public 

12:00–1:00 pm           Lunch with the SHPO: Julianne Polanco  

1:30–2:30 pm               The Diverse Legacy of California’s First National Heritage Area  

1:30–2:30 pm               Design Roundtable: Infill & Form-Based Code Review Process 

5:00–6:30 pm             Tiki Time!–Virtual Happy Hour! 

2020 California Preservation Conference May 18–20, 2020

   Resilient Planning and Design 
   Intangible Cultural Heritage 
   How Preservation Helps Main Street 
   Rural and Agricultural Heritage in California 
   Infill and Affordable Housing 
   Special Sessions 

TRACK KEY 
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Tracks 

Weathering the Storm: Resilient 
Planning and Design 

   As the impact of natural and man-made hazards increase 
every year, so do the threats to our historic resources. In 
addition to the ever-present risk of earthquakes, we face an 
increasing risk of fire, flood, and sea-level rise from a warming 
climate. These hazards threaten our historic resources across 
the state and present preservationists with new challenges for 
maintaining our significant cultural and historic assets. This 
track will explore case studies and best practices for resilient 
urban planning, fortified/hardened design, and the protection 
of our most vulnerable historic resources. 

Sustaining Our Intangible Cultural 
Heritage 

   Intangible cultural heritage is an important factor in 
maintaining cultural diversity in the face of growing 
globalization. An understanding of the intangible cultural 
heritage of different California communities helps with 
intercultural dialogue and encourages mutual respect for other 
ways of life. In this track, you will learn that it also includes 
traditions or living expressions inherited from our ancestors 
and passed on to our descendants, such as oral traditions; 
performing arts; social practices; rituals; festive events; 
knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe; or 
the knowledge and skills to produce traditional crafts. 

Infill and Affordable Housing: 
Developing the Best Fit for Historic 
Neighborhoods 

   How can preservationists be part of the solution to the 
housing crisis while protecting our historic properties? Housing 
advocates and no/slow-growth advocates have squared off in an 
effort to address the needed changes in a manner that 
communities can tolerate. In the middle of the fray may lie 
historic and culturally significant properties that help establish 
the look and feel of a community—helping create a sense of 
place. We will discuss policies and programs that attempt to 
resolve the affordability issue, and alternate means of 
increasing housing diversity, including densification, adaptive 
reuse, and various planning tools.

The Legacy and Future of Rural and 
Agricultural Heritage in California 

   Much of California’s history is rooted both in its agricultural 
abundance and its water, or lack thereof. Property types, 
distinct to the American west, evolved to meet the tandem 
needs of water management and agricultural production. 
California’s growing population and persistent housing 
shortages (from the 1920s to the present), make rural and 
agricultural lands vulnerable to development pressures. This 
track will explore comprehensive approaches for documenting 
these ubiquitous resources, as well as grass-roots preservation 
efforts, especially in areas that lack political will for additional 
regulations. We will discuss successful large- and small-scale 
case studies and how the legacy of the state’s rural and 
agriculture history is an asset to communities. 

How Preservation Helps Main Street 
   To remain sustainable, communities must have healthy 

commercial districts, be they a traditional Main Street in a 
town, the central business district of a city, or neighborhood-
serving shops and restaurants. This track will focus on the role 
of preservation-based economic development projects in 
achieving the revitalization of such core places. With a focus on 
Northern California, this track will provide an update on 
California’s Main Street Program, case studies of successful 
projects and panel discussions as to the challenges in bringing 
such projects to fruition.

2020 California Preservation Conference May 18–20, 2020
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Monday, May 18   Online Programs

9:00–10:00 am       Plenary Speaker: Anthony Flint (Author, Journalist, Lincoln Institute of Land Policy) 

      We are happy to announce Anthony Flint as our keynote speaker. His presentation will focus on 
“The Age of the Overlapping Crisis: Managing Housing, Preservation, Equity, and the Environment.” 
Flint is a noted author and journalist, Senior Fellow at the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, urban 
design critic for the Boston Globe, and correspondent for CityLab.  

      Anthony Flint is a senior fellow at the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, a think tank in Cambridge, 
Mass., with expertise in urban planning, housing, climate change and resilience, infrastructure, and 
global urbanization. At the Lincoln Institute his emphasis is on storytelling and communicating 
about sustainable urban practices and innovation. He is host of the Land Matters podcast, a 
contributor to the Lincoln Institute’s magazine Land Lines (including the feature Mayor’s Desk, 
interviews with municipal leaders worldwide); architecture and urban design critic for The Boston 

Globe; correspondent for CityLab; and a curator and speaker for TEDxBeaconStreet and 
TEDxTampaBay. 

      A veteran journalist, serving as a full-time reporter at The Boston Globe 1989-2005, he was also a 
senior policy advisor on smart growth for Massachusetts state government; a visiting scholar 
and Loeb Fellow at Harvard University’s Graduate School of Design; writer in residence at The 

American Library in Paris; and a practitioners fellow at The Rockefeller Foundation Bellagio 

Center. He is author of Modern Man: The Life of Le Corbusier, Architect of Tomorrow (New Harvest); 
Wrestling with Moses: How Jane Jacobs Took on New York’s Master Builder and Transformed the 
American City (Random House); and This Land: The Battle over Sprawl and the Future of America 
(Johns Hopkins University Press); and co-editor of Smart Growth Policies: An Evaluation of Programs 
and Outcomes (Lincoln Institute). 

      He earned his B.A. from Middlebury College and an M.S. from Columbia University’s Graduate 
School of Journalism, and attended the University of St. Andrews, the Salzburg Seminar, and the 
Bread Loaf Writers Conference. Wrestling with Moses won a Christopher Award in 2010. 

      Twitter: @anthonyflint  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/anthonyflint.author  
Instagram: www.instagram.com/anthony.flint 
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/anthonyflint 

 

10:30–11:30 am    Recent CEQA Case Law Update and Advanced CEQA Q&A 

      Don’t miss the latest version of the standing-room-only CEQA session from last year’s conference in 
Palm Springs. This session begins with a review of recent court decisions governing historic 
resources under CEQA and the court’s interpretation of cultural resource cases in 2020.  A 
moderated panel discussion follows with a series of case studies, both inside a court and out, using 
CEQA as a catalyst to create Win-Win projects. Bring your questions and challenges during our 
extended Q&A, discussing Impacts, Exemptions, Mitigations, Advocacy Groups, and the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards CEQA Exemption. This will be an advanced-level session, ideal for 
cultural resource professionals and planners. 

      Moderator: Susan Lassell, Senior Manager of Cultural Resources, ICF International; Speakers: Susan 
Brandt-Hawley, Esq., Brandt-Hawley Law Group; Brian Turner, Senior Field Officer & Public Lands 
Attorney, National Trust for Historic Preservation; Sean de Courcy, Associate Preservation Planner, 
Community Development Department, City of Sacramento 

2020 California Preservation Conference May 18–20, 2020

http://anthonyflint.net
http://www.lincolninst.edu/
https://www.lincolninst.edu/publications/podcasts-videos
https://www.lincolninst.edu/publications/series/land-lines-magazine
https://www.lincolninst.edu/publications/articles/mayors-desk
https://www.bostonglobe.com/magazine/2019/07/01/learning-love-world-ugliest-building/I7rPKyE4GaI3AwMUJ8nSyH/story.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/magazine/2019/07/01/learning-love-world-ugliest-building/I7rPKyE4GaI3AwMUJ8nSyH/story.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/magazine/2019/07/01/learning-love-world-ugliest-building/I7rPKyE4GaI3AwMUJ8nSyH/story.html
https://www.citylab.com/authors/anthony-flint/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67Gn6HuQocc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VpoaFsUxZIM
http://www.gsd.harvard.edu/#/academic-programs/loeb-fellowship/about-the-fellowship/index.html
http://americanlibraryinparis.org/
http://americanlibraryinparis.org/
http://americanlibraryinparis.org/
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/bellagio-center
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/bellagio-center
http://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/bellagio-center
http://www.amazon.com/Modern-Man-Corbusier-Architect-Tomorrow/dp/0544262220/ref=tmm_hrd_title_0
http://www.randomhouse.com/book/50509/wrestling-with-moses-by-anthony-flint/9781400066742/
http://www.randomhouse.com/book/50509/wrestling-with-moses-by-anthony-flint/9781400066742/
http://www.randomhouse.com/book/50509/wrestling-with-moses-by-anthony-flint/9781400066742/
http://jhupbooks.press.jhu.edu/ecom/MasterServlet/GetItemDetailsHandler?iN=9780801884191&qty=1&viewMode=3&loggedIN=false&JavaScript=y
https://www.lincolninst.edu/pubs/1571_Smart-Growth-Policies
https://www.lincolninst.edu/pubs/1571_Smart-Growth-Policies
https://www.lincolninst.edu/pubs/1571_Smart-Growth-Policies
https://www.facebook.com/anthonyflint.autho
https://www.instagram.com/anthony.flint
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Monday, May 18   Online Programs

10:30–11:30 am    Seismic Resilience: Two Materials, Two Divergent Spaces 

      Preservation projects at the Napa Courthouse and at the Presidio in San Francisco will be discussed 
in relation to conservation and context. Practioners will discuss the advantages and challenges of 
using FRCM (fabric reinforced cementitious matrix), a thinner and more porous material than 
gunnite or carbon fiber wrap, to repair the earthquake-damaged walls of the Napa Courthouse in 
one of the first applications of this material in California. A second case study focuses on the long-
term conservation treatment campaign for a terra cotta-tile basin, dating from the early 1800s, 
located at the Presidio. This archaeological feature, discovered in a watershed, is exposed to dramatic 
seasonal changes. To preserve the structure, the project team is exploring options including reburial 
and modifications to both the basin and the surrounding landscape. 

      Moderator: Erik Kneer, Structural Engineer, Holmes Structures; Speakers: Luke Wilson, SE, LEED AP, 
Associate Principal, ZFA Structural Engineers; Elizabeth Graux, AIA, Project Manager, TreanorHL; Nancy 
Goldenberg, AIA, LEED AP, Assoc. DBIA, Principal, TreanorHL 

 

12:00–1:00 pm    Wildland Fire Exposure: Protection Strategies for Buildings 

      Historic buildings are often more vulnerable to wildland fire exposure due to issues of material, 
design, and location. The wood construction has a low moisture content due to years of exposure, 
faciliting ignition and accelerating flame spread, and the lack of “defensible space,” can be a 
challenge to preservation in crisis situations. In addition, the remote location of historic buildings 
can result in a delayed fire department response. These factors, coupled with restrictions on the 
ability to modify facades and roofing, put the designer between the hammer and the anvil in search 
of practical solutions. This session will showcase innovative methods to predict building exposure 
thru the use of fire modeling, highlight construction materials for fire resistance, and outline 
efficient fire suppression systems through case studies and discussion. 

      Speakers: Ione Stiegler, FAIA, Principal Historic Preservation Architect, IS Architecture; Kathleen Kennedy, 
State Historian II, California State Parks  

 

12:00–1:00 pm    Learning from the Future: Students Share their Knowledge 

      Students in Heritage Conservation, Public History, Historic Preservation, and related fields are 
often exploring cutting-edge or out-of-the-box preservation methods in their studies. Each year, the 
California Preservation Foundation and its Higher Education Committee select exemplary students 
from a pool of submitted proposals at universities and colleges in California, Washington, and 
Oregon. Each student is allotted up to 25 minutes to talk about their research and findings. Topics 
could range from materials conservation to community engagement, survey methods, 
documentation, cultural landscapes, and more. This is an opportunity to learn from the best 
emerging minds in preservation on the West Coast. 

      This year’s presenters include: 

Jackson Loop, University of Southern California, “‘It’s important to remember what started it’: •
Conserving Sites and Stories of Racial Violence in Los Angeles, 1943-1992” 

Kelsey Kaline, University of Southern California, “Mobilizing Heritage for Resilient Cities” •
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Monday, May 18   Online Programs

1:30–2:30 pm    Successful Hybrid Preservation-Resilience Approaches for Flood Mitigation 

      Flooding, sea level rise, and increased precipitation are increasing the frequency and severity of 
coastal, riverine, and urban hazards. Conventional flood mitigation measures often create 
significant preservation challenges, and guidance often conflicts with established preservation 
guidelines. In this session, participants will learn about sources of flood risk and projected climate 
change scenarios; identify strategies to assess vulnerabilities; examine mitigation measures; and 
explore flood mitigation in the context of historic preservation. We will also discuss the actions 
being taken to address this problem and the role of regulatory changes. Hazards that impact historic 
transportation infrastructure will be addressed with examples of hybrid preservation-resilience 
approaches that achieve more successful outcomes, paired with an exploration of adaptive strategies 
that consider cultural resources while achieving resilience goals. 

      Speakers: Matthew Gilbertson, Sr. Consulting Engineer, Simpson Gumpertz & Heger; Zoey Craun, 
Associate Project Consultant, Simpson Gumpertz & Heger; January Tavel, Sr. Architectural Historian, 
ICF; Tait Elder, Sr. Archaeologist, ICF  

 

1:30–2:30 pm    An Innovative Public-Private Partnership: The Cooper-Molera Adobe 

      The Cooper-Molera Adobe represents the rich history and complex origins of the state of California 
and contributes to the Monterey Old Town National Historic Landmark District. Dating from 1827, 
the 2.4-acre site includes adobe residences, an adobe warehouse and corner store, and a multi-
building barn complex, all surrounded by an original adobe wall. An innovative public-private 
partnership paired the National Trust for Historic Preservation with a developer through a shared-
use agreement. The two groups revised the traditional house museum model, combining historic 
interpretation with appropriate commercial uses through rehabilitation, adaptive reuse, and 
sensitive infill. This comprehensive presentation will include the National Trust, the developer, the 
historic architect and representatives from the City of Monterey discussing the complexities of 
making an historic site culturally, environmentally and sustainable in today’s economic climate. 

      Moderator: Naomi Miroglio, Principal, Architectural Resources Group; Speakers: Douglas Wiele, Founding 
Partner, Foothill Partners, Inc. Real Estate; Katherine Malone-France, Chief Preservation Officer, National 
Trust for Historic Preservation; Kimberly Cole, Community Development Director, City of Monterey 

 

3:00–4:00 pm    Climate Resilience Roundtable: A Peer-to-Peer Learning Activity 

      This panel identifies ways to engage, educate, and empower local officials to pass innovative 
legislation that addresses resilience, adaptation, and disaster response. Three presentations will be 
followed by a peer-to-peer learning exercise where participants will explore questions regarding why 
the preservation community should engage in resilience planning, what are the best tools, effective 
timing, resources for support, hazard mitigation, emergency response, and other questions and data 
gaps. The session will conclude with an opportunity for the participants to break out into small 
groups where they can ask technical specialists help in trouble shooting real-world challenges. 
Participants are encouraged to bring examples of issues they are facing, or anticipate tackling, at the 
intersection of climate resilience and heritage preservation. 

      Moderator: Lisa Craig, Executive Director, Lodi Historical Society; Speakers: Thomas Hendrickson, Senior 
Managing Consultant, Climate Change, ICF; Brandy Bones, Senior Director, Disaster Management, ICF; 
January Tavel, Architectural Historian, ICF; Richard Starzak, Vice President, Historic Preservation, ICF  
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Monday, May 18   Online Programs

3:00–4:00 pm    “Differpatibility:” Interpreting SOI Standard #9 

      “Differpatibility” is a design balancing act of subjective interpretation; a union of apparent 
opposites. No. 9 states that the “new work will be differentiated from the old” and not destroy 
historicity, but somehow also be compatible in scale, materials, and features. This session will seek 
better definitions for new addition construction, alterations, and infill between historic structures 
and within historic districts or neighborhoods.  

      Are proposed designs more likely to be approved because there is a dramatic difference in scale, 
material, massing, form, texture and ideology? Is a “compatible” definition actually the reverse of 
that method? A broad survey of examples from Sacramento and statewide, successful or not, will 
illustrate case studies with comments from members of the audience welcome. 

      Moderator: Taylor Louden, AIA, GTL | HA Historical Architecture; Speakers: Jon Marshack, Past Chair, 
City of Sacramento Preservation Commission; Scott Watson, Historic Preservation Officer, Community & 
Economic Development Department, City of Riverside; Sally Zarnowitz, AIA, Planning Manager, Town of 
Los Gatos  
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Tuesday, May 19   Online Programs 

9:00–10:00 am    Advancing Racial and Social Equity: Strategies for the Historic Preservation Field 

      This session will explore strategies for centering racial and social equity in historic preservation, 
addressing how the recognition and safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage can advance equity 
within our communities. The speakers will discuss their work with marginalized groups to sustain 
their cultural assets, reflect on delineating the historical significance of resources associated with 
communities of color, share their work on the San Francisco Planning Department’s Racial and 
Social Equity Action Plan, and discuss ways to recruit and train a diverse group of historic 
preservation practitioners. Bring your questions and ideas to this strategic session focused on 
practical solutions. 

      Moderator: Shelley Caltagirone, Senior Planner, Cultural Heritage Specialist, San Francisco Planning 
Department; Speakers: Dillon Delvo, Executive Director, Little Manila Rising; Eliza Tudor, Executive 
Director, Nevada County Arts Council; Erica Schultz, Senior Associate, Architectural Resources 
Group; Trudi Sandmeier, Director of Graduate Programs in Heritage Conservation, USC Architecture  

 

9:00–10:00 am    A Tale of Two Cities: The Failure of Preservation in Stockton 

      In 1969 the City of Stockton introduced a series of preservation initiatives. By the year 2000, the 
city was well on its way to being a model of historic preservation, with a well-written preservation 
ordinance, two established historic districts, a two-tiered historic listing system, and five major 
historic asset surveys completed, covering approximately 60% of the old city center. Twenty years 
after, the story has turned to tragedy. Through arson, neglect, and disinterest by the city 
government, far more structures have been lost than protected, preserved or even designated as 
historic. The panel will consider the history of Stockton’s failed preservation program and discuss 
how Stockton can change direction and realize its cultural and historic potential. 

      Moderator: Jackie Whitelam, Chair, City of Sacramento Preservation Commission; Speakers: Robert 
Holtzer, Senior Member and Past Chair of the Stockton Cultural Heritage Board; Wesley Swanson, PhD, 
Professor of History at San Joaquin Delta College, Chair Stockton Cultural Heritage Board; Rudi Blondia, 
Board Member, Downtown Stockton Alliance; Linda Derivi, Stockton-based Architect and Founder of Save 
Old Stockton; Steve Castellanos, Stockton-based Architect and Founder of Save Old Stockton; Wes Rhea, 
CEO, Visit Stockton; Phillip Merlo, Director of Education, San Joaquin Historical Society  

 

10:30–11:30 am    Complexities in Community Engagement: Three Asian American case studies in  
Los Angeles 

      Community engagement and education is crucial in garnering support for the nomination of 
historic sites to official lists, a process complicated by negotiations between multiple groups and 
interests. This panel focuses on the complex challenges revealed across diverse Asian American 
communities in Los Angeles. Three landmark nomination cases will be discussed: the Filipino 
Christian Church, Japanese Hospital, and Tokio Florist. Each of these efforts was backed by a core 
group of Asian American preservationists, but variances in the process impacted the research 
methodology, the scale and scope of public outreach, and the resulting nominations. 

      Moderator: Michelle Magalong, President/Presidential Postdoctoral Fellow, APIAHiP/University of 
Maryland; Speakers: Kristen Hayashi, Collections Manager, Japanese American National 
Museum; Rosalind Sagara, Neighborhood Outreach Coordinator, Los Angeles Conservancy  
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Tuesday, May 19   Online Programs

10:30–11:30 am    Reinvesting in Railroad Infrastructure to Revitalize Downtowns: Two Case Studies 

      The growth of railroad systems played a significant role in the development patterns of California in 
the 19th Century, with communities establishing their center at railway stops. But downtown Main 
Streets struggled with economic decline as development shifted to the suburbs during the rise of 
automobile use. Recent projects are taking the movement back to its beginnings, with reinvestment 
in historic railway infrastructure providing an effective anchor for community identity and 
increased downtown densification. In this session we will explore two case studies of this type: the 
relocation and rehabilitation of the historic Livermore Depot in Livermore, CA; and the ongoing 
development of Historic Folsom Station in Folsom, CA. 

      Moderator: Sarah E. Brummett, Senior Associate and Preservation Specialist, Page & Turnbull, San 
Francisco, California; Speakers: Michael Smiley, Principal, CITYdesignworks, Nevada City, 
California; Debbie Bell, Management Analyst II, Public Works Department, City of Livermore, 
California; Jerry Bernau, President and CEO, Bernau Development Corporation, Folsom, California  

 

12:00–1:00 pm       Lunch Speaker: Anthea Hartig, PhD, Director, Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum; 
“'What Kind of Times Are These: Reflections on Cultural Heritage and Global Crises" 

      Anthea M. Hartig is the Elizabeth MacMillan Director of the Smithsonian’s National Museum of 
American History and the first woman to hold the position since the museum opened in 
1964. Hartig oversees more than 250 employees, a budget of over $40 million and a collection that 
includes 1.8 million objects and more than three shelf-miles of archives. She officially began her 
tenure on February 18, 2019.  

      Hartig is currently leading the museum in crafting a vibrant new strategic plan to take the museum 
through to the Semiquincentennial of the United States in 2026 and beyond. It will show the 
museum as the most accessible, inclusive, relevant and sustainable American history museum. 
Through incomparable collections, rigorous research and dynamic public outreach, the National 
Museum of American History seeks to empower people to create a just and compassionate future by 
exploring, preserving and sharing the complexity of our past.    

 

1:30–2:30 pm    Using Augmented Reality to Make the Intangible Tangible 

      The intersection between the humanities and technology is fraught with challenges and often 
approached with skepticism. Digital documentation exposes new, and remote, audiences to historic 
resources with “re-creations”—in exact detail—of landscapes and structures. We will discuss what 
purpose preservation plays in a world that is increasingly negotiated on screen and explore how 
practitioners can engage the public using the latest new technologies to interpret challenging, 
difficult, or otherwise absent historic fabric in significant buildings. This cross-disciplinary panel of 
experts will approach the topic of historic preservation and augmented reality through discussion 
and case studies that utilize 3D-documentation technologies, wearable or connected interactive 
devices, and cutting edge methods that enhance visitor interactions with historic sites and boost 
real-time experiences. 

      Moderator: Brittani Orona, Environmental Justice and Tribal Affairs Specialist, State of California; 
Speakers: Mary Clark, PhD, Chief Executive Offficer, Agents of Discovery; Joel Krupa, PhD, Chief 
Administrative Officer, Agents of Discovery, Inc.; Astrid Reed, Director, AVA Inclusivity; Gregg Leonard,  
Co-Founder, AVA Inclusivity  
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1:30–2:30 pm    Revitalizing California’s Main Street Program 

      California was an early participant in the Main Street Program, a nationwide movement of 
communities committed to bringing renewed economic vitality and improved quality of life to 
downtown. State funding for this program dwindled in the 1990s, but recent efforts—thanks to a 
partnership between a cohort of local Main Street communities and the National Main Street 
Center—have resulted in an exciting new era in California. This session will describe the past, 
present, and future state of the California Main Street Program—from its early beginnings to its 
fresh new start. Speakers will explore the goals, challenges and successes of the early program; share 
some exciting new developments with Main Street California over the past year; and discuss where 
the program is headed from here. 

      Moderator: Ruth Todd, Principal, Page & Turnbull; Speakers: Keith Kjelstrom, former Director of the 
California Main Street Program and New Mexico Main Street Program; Amanda Elliott, Senior Program 
Officer and Director of California Programs, National Main Street Center; Gabriel Martin, Economic 
Development Manager, City of Coachella  

 

5:00–6:30 pm       Wicked Sacramento—Virtual Happy Hour! 

      This talk tells the stories of historic places mentioned in William Burg’s latest book, Wicked 
Sacramento, accompanied by photos provided by the Center for Sacramento History and 
Sacramento Public Library. Set in the West End, a neighborhood mostly demolished by 
redevelopment in the 1960s, only a handful of buildings survive to tell the stories of Sacramento’s 
early 20th century pleasure palaces and vice dens. Case studies include:  

The apartment of the murderers of society madam Cherry de Saint Maurice  •
The Opera Dance Hall, whose curtained booths were reportedly used for semi-private  •
sexual encounters  

The home of Black entrepreneur, Progressive political organizer, and gambler Grant Cross  •
The last surviving speakeasy of boxer turned bootlegger Ancil Hoffman  •
Legendary jazz venue the Clayton Club, located inside a hotel built to honor one of Sacramento’s •
most powerful women  

An African-American owned restaurant/nightclub that became a memorial to Japanese-•
American soldiers  

      Exploration of these sites reveals a more complex story than the oversimplified tales of urban blight 
and criminality frequently presented as Sacramento’s urban history. Was the greatest crime 
committed in the West End the theft of a diverse neighborhood’s legacy, in the name of racism and 
higher property values?  

      Moderator: William Burg, Board of Trustees, Sacramento Heritage  
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9:00–10:00 am    Resurrecting the Past: Preservation of a 118-year-old Stained Glass Inverted Dome  
in Downtown Oakland 

      Nzilani Glass Conservation recently conserved a 10-foot diameter, inverted stained glass dome in 
the historic Christian Science church in Oakland, California. The church was recently purchased by 
Resurrection Oakland Church (ResOak), who contracted Nzilani to preserve the 118-year-old piece 
in their West Oakland Studio after an initial assessment identified unstable previous repairs. 

      The cornerstone was laid in 1900 and the building was opened and dedicated on January 5, 1902 as 
the First Church of Christ. It was sold to a clothing retailer in the late 2000’s and then was held up 
by zoning issues. It then lay unoccupied for two years until purchased by ResOak in 2019. 

      This materials-focused presentation will cover issues including improper protective coverings, which 
hastened its deterioration plus considerations specific to conserving leaded glass that has multiple 
complex curves, engineering upgrades and creation of a completely new steel structural support. 
Additionally, it will demonstrate how project management by the core stained glass team facilitated 
work across disciplines, from traditional artistic metalsmiths to engineers who had never been 
involved in a preservation project. 

      Speaker: Ariana Makau, AIC Professional Associate, Board Member and Health & Safety Chair of Stained 
Glass Association of America, President & Principal Conservator, Nzilani Glass Conservation 

 

9:00–10:00 am    Where Form Based Code and Preservation Intersect 

      This dynamic interdisciplinary presentation introduces and applies form-based code methodologies 
and preservation planning principles (based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards) to several 
project scenarios as viewed from the perspective of professionals in preservation architecture, form-
based code planning, and an economist. The speakers will include brief introductions to the 
Standards and Form Based Code concepts and then lead a discussion of sample projects including 
additions to historic buildings, constructing a tall building next to a historic resource, infill issues, 
and considerations of adapting form based code in respect to the existing character of a historic 
district or neighborhood. 

      Moderator and Speaker: Michael Garavaglia, President, Garavaglia Architecture, Inc.; Speakers: Matt 
Kowta, Principal, BAE Urban Economics; Tony Perez, Director of Form-Based Coding, Opticos Design 

 

10:30–11:30 am    From Prison to Possibility: The Preston School of Industry as Economic Driver 

      The adaptive reuse and preservation of the 300-acre Preston School of Industry has aided a small 
community’s effort to become a tourism destination. This session will highlight the non-profit 
Preston Castle’s Foundation’s stewardship of the property and the completion of a National Register 
nomination that addressed both the significance of the site and also acknowledged a complicated 
social history of the youth prison system. The potential of the property was revealed through 
economic feasibility studies and the identification of additional rehabilitation funding. The 
productive relationship between the community of Ione and tourism interests, paired with the 
identification of future economic and recognition opportunities, will be explored within this 
discussion.  

      Moderator: Mike Garavaglia, Principal, Garavaglia Architecture; Speakers: Karl Knobelauch, President, 
Preston Castle Foundation; Jamie Armstrong, Executive Director, Amador County Chamber of Commerce 
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10:30–11:30 am    Farmsteads: Reviving Agricultural Properties for the Public 

      As our economy evolves and communities grow, family farmsteads, dairies and ranches are no 
longer dominant fixtures of rural communities. Yet many municipalities strive to retain a legacy of 
the life-blood which initiated settlement of these regions. This session explores how several 
municipalities, organizations and planners in the Sacramento area are shaping agricultural legacies 
into new communities, such as Wakamatsu Farm, Nicolaus Dairy, and Fiddyment Farm. Brief 
presentations will be followed by a panel discussion to share the aims, development and execution 
of distinct plans to resuscitate an agricultural property for public benefit. The panel will examine 
active programming of historic properties as a means of engaging audiences in the context of the 
people and their land, with a focus that looks beyond simple interpretative exhibits or the house-
museum model. 

      Moderator: Melisa Gaudreau, Associate Principal, Page & Turnbull; Speakers: Elena DeLacy, Executive 
Director, American River Conservancy; Vyomini Upadhyay, Associate Civil Engineer, Sacramento Area 
Sewer District; Tara Gee, Park Planning & Development Superintendent, City of Roseville; Melissa Ruth, 
Associate, Callander Associates 

 

12:00–1:00 pm       Lunch with the SHPO: Julianne Polanco 

      Changing times, changing responses? How will preservation emerge from this global emergency? 
What is our metamorphosis? 

       With the National Historic Preservation Act now over fifty years old, historic preservation in  
the United States has continued to celebrate and commemorate places locally, statewide, and 
internationally. We continue to challenge the boundaries of heritage conservation, expanding 
beyond the traditional focus on building and archaeology to include sites that are strong in story.  
In doing so, we illustrate and commemorate a widened expanse that is more inclusive, stronger.  
We truly have come a long way. 

       In the past decade, issues such as climate change have beckoned us into action, working with  
non-traditional partners in the environmental sector and beyond to understand the science, 
consider effects to historic resources, and collaborate on both mitigation and adaptation solutions. 
We are stewarding history in new ways, seeing with new eyes, and creating hope that these 
resources, our collective stories, will inform and inspire into the coming decades.  

       In most of our contemporary, collective memory, we have never experienced emergency on a global 
scale that has required rapid adjustments in the face of great uncertainty. These times are testing 
resiliency on all levels of society. How we emerge from this pandemic is also unknown. But what we 
choose to carry forward and what is left behind is really up to us.  

       Moderated by Anthony Veerkamp, join Juli in conversation about resiliency, change, our 
metamorphosis. What are we learning? How have we modified the way in which we work? Have we 
reconsidered significance and integrity? How are we messaging, communicating, the important 
value cultural heritage can contribute to climate action, economic recovery post pandemic, and 
beyond? Do we view science and technology differently, as a more integrated partnership? How will 
we take the experiences, the many examples of connectivity and hope, these things that truly 
carried us through, and integrate them into our future? What tools will we need to maneuver in the 
new reality? Out of the ashes of despair we can find promise in advancing that which has been 
tested in new ways to create a better future.  
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1:30–2:30 pm    The Diverse Legacy of California’s First National Heritage Area 

      The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta supplies water for the state and produces food for the nation, 
while also serving as a recreational haven. Taking a trip here is a step back in time, with historic 
towns, ferries, and bridges dotting the region. This idyllic landscape, however, is not without 
threats. Accelerating sea level rise could further exacerbate flood risks and recurring efforts to 
increase water exports threaten the region’s economic and cultural vitality. Yet the Delta’s greatest 
threat may be its invisibility.  

      Unlike other efforts centered around water conveyance and ecological restoration, the recently 
established Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta National Heritage Area (NHA) focuses on the Delta’s 
cultural and historical resources. This session will discuss the NHA concept, spotlight model NHAs, 
and discuss the past, present, and future of the Delta NHA. 

      Moderator: Stephen Mikesell, Owner Mikesell Historical, Mikesell Historical Consulting; Speakers: Linda 
Stonier, Regional Coordinator, National Heritage Areas Program, National Park Service; Blake Roberts, 
Senior Environmental Planner, Delta Protection Commission; Alex Westhoff, Preservation Tech Specialist, 
City of San Francisco  

 

1:30–2:30 pm    Design Roundtable: Infill & Form-Based Code Review Process 

      This roundtable session deconstructs the design emphasis portion of CEQA while addressing 
successful approaches in historic communities. A temporary “Board” of five, representing a mix of 
opinions and judgments, will review a project to better define the terms “compatibility,” and 
“differentiation,” when proposing in-fill and additions in historic areas. The board will articulate 
applied differences in review criteria between disparate styles, such as Modernism and Colonial 
Revivals of the 20th century, and discuss the best proactive approaches for positive community 
engagement and agency responses.  

      A discussion of Sacramento’s newly developed Historic District Design Standards Plan, that 
provides guidelines for ADU’s, massing and setbacks, will be included, and will end with comments 
from the current chair of Sacramento’s Preservation Commission and Planners at the front line of 
the review process. 

      Moderator: Taylor Louden, AIA, Historic Architect, GTL|HA Historical Architecture; Speakers:  
Sean de Courcy, Associate Preservation Planner, Community Development Department, City of 
Sacramento; Jackie Whitelam, President, City of Sacramento Preservation Commission; Erin Gettis, 
Historic Preservation Officer, County of Riverside; Andrew Wolfram, Architect & Past President,  
City of San Francisco Historic Preservation Commission  

 

5:00–6:30 am       Tiki Time! Virtual Happy Hour 

      Do you miss your Tiki friends? Bummed out that your favorite Tiki-con was postponed? Don’t 
despair, dress up in your best garb, grab your fanciest Tiki Mug, and join our party! Enter the 
universe of Tiki with our cast of characters and special guests, including Diane Kane in an 
examination of the Polynesian roots of mid-century Tiki buildings in San Diego, an up-close 
interview with the famous Charles Phoenix, the backstory about saving the Tonga Room in  
San Francisco presented by Chris VerPlanck, and cocktails mixed by the best in the business.  
Co-hosted by CPF’s own Christine Madrid French and Brandon Kleyla, aka Trader Brandon, Tiki 
podcaster and a former Walt Disney Imagineer who was one of the creative leads behind Trader 
Sam's Enchanted Tiki Bar & Trader Sam's Grog Grotto. We will wrap up with an extended Q&A  
for you to get answers to your most burning questions. 
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commitment to conserving our state’s historic resources.
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Chatten-Brown, Carstens & Minteer is a public 
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environmental and land use law.  We are strongly 
committed to the preservation of California’s 
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enforcement of California’s bedrock environmental 
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historic preservation laws. This network of laws 
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and diverse history. 
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